
ASSISTANCE REQUIRED

Unfortunately Maddie has had to stand down
from the editorial team due to pressure of up-
coming exams so we are once again looking for
help. Tessa produces this newsletter on her com-
puter and can compose text and find pictures for
illustration but desperately needs people to sup-
ply her with articles (no matter how rough draft-
ed) regarding the site or of things members may
find of interest related to wildlife or plants. Arti-
cles can be e-mailed to her at:-
tjstenby-fantwildlife@yahoo.co.uk.

A THANK YOU

The group would also like to take this opportu-
nity to thank Julie Rathbone for her kind dona-
tion which has been deposited in the bank for
use towards future work on the site. It is only
through such donations that our work can con-
tinue for the mutual benefit of all in the local
area.

DIARY DATES

Saturday 13 February - Workday

Saturday 11 March - Committee Meeting

Saturday 13 March - Workday

Saturday 10 April - Workday

Thursday 22 April - Committee Meeting

Saturday 8 May - Workday

All workdays start at 10am.
Meet by the shed at Roseholme end of site

Committee Meetings at 146 Tonbridge Road
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The Fant Wildlife Group awaits
expectantly the latest scientific
papers produced through research
at our wildlife area. Each year a
group of A-Level students from St. Simon Stock
School, Maidstone undertake a variety of investiga-
tion into the ecology of the Fant Wildlife Area. Pre-
vious work has focused on the factors that allow
nettles to dominate certain areas forcing out other
plant species; and the effect of trampling feet on the
species growing in the paths. The work of these stu-
dents is very important because it helps the Fant
Wildlife Group to manage the environment in the
best way to encourage wildlife. If you would like to
read a selection of previous papers they are availa-
ble on the website. When this year’s research is
published the results will be made available.

HOME EDUCATION GROUP

In November the site was visited
by the Home Education Group
consisting of about 5 families and
15 children. The main reason for
their visit was to place pre-drilled

logs around the site which will be used as nesting
sites by solitary bees and wasps. Solitary bees come
in many different shapes, sizes and colours. They
vary in colour from black, green, blue or red and
some resemble wasps. In total contrast  to social
bees which have a queen and lots of workers pro-
viding nesting and food the solitary female bee
builds her own nest and gathers pollen for food be-
fore laying the eggs and then providing little or no
care after the eggs are laid. The
group then went to Clare Park to
collect pine cones for a workday
they would be having the fol-
lowing Monday.



RECENT WORKDAYS

November’s workday had a very urgent task to be undertaken namely
repairing the leak in the pond. Due to the leak the water level had gone
well below the normal outlet level and was causing the surrounding
ground to become waterlogged it also mean’t the waterfall was no longer
running. The volunteers gamely stuck to the task and if you like soaking
wet clay, getting stuck in the mud with your boots coming off, giving up

wearing gloves due the volume of clay making them impossible to wear, lifting soaking wet sleepers over
and over again and ending the day with clothes that stood up on their own it was a great day !!  In fact the
volunteers had a great day and it was a huge success the pond is now full to bursting and the waterfall is
once again functioning. None of this would be possible without the tireless effort of our volunteers to
whom we send huge thanks and in particular Dave who came back the following Thursday to move the
clay left onto the site so it was not a hazard for visitors.

December’s workday saw the start of the new disabled access around the pond. Unfor-
tunately due to poor weather and the time of year not many volunteers were able to
turn up but those who did made a start. The recent wet
weather had made the ground very muddy making it more
difficult to dig out the foundations for the new path but with
much graft this was eventually achieved.  New wider sleep-
ers have been placed across the stream running into the pond
from the storage shed area and the wire mesh has been re-
placed along the walkway to the left of the pond and down
the steps. This work is still ongoing and although it will take

a little while (due to the heavy snow in Jan no further work has yet been possible) it will be well worth it
when completed as it will enable more people easier access to the site.

FROGBLOG

We have been contacted
by a lady called Lucy Cooke a
zoologist who is currently trav-
elling around Latin America
filming and writing about frogs.
Her website maybe of interest to
some of our members. If you
wish you can check it out at
www.pinktreefrog.typepad.com/
amphibianavenger.
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MOTHERS UNION VISIT

John Callaghan & Ian Hay visited the Mothers Union at the church hall
in November, they took equipment, soil and water samples with them
from the site so members could take part in practical activities. Ian &
John stared by giving a potted history of the site which was followed by
a tree recognition quiz (available on the website). Once this was com-
pleted bugnoculars and microscopes were used to get close up looks at
pond life in the water sample. The final activity was to teach them how
to use pooters to collect various living things from some soil and again
use the microscopes for a close up view. Liz Deane has very kindly sent
a thank you letter on behalf of the Mothers Union saying how much
they enjoyed this event.


